
A HUM PUBLIC PROGRAM

MAKING WORLDS WITH ZINES

SPECULATIVE

MATTERS



It matters what matters we use to think other 
matters with; it matters what stories we tell to  
tell other stories with; it matters what knots  
knot knots, what thoughts think thoughts, what 
ties tie ties. It matters what stories make worlds,  
what worlds make stories.
             
             — Donna Haraway

Wednesdays, 6:30 to 8:30pm
Nellie Yip Quong Room, VPL
nə́c̓aʔmat ct Strathcona Branch

Facilitated by Mathew Arthur
with Shalon Sims “Speculative Matters” is a Hum Public Program 

with residents of Vancouver’s DTES/South. 
Everyone is welcome. Come every week or drop 
in when it works! This year we are tangled up 
in the theme, “What if everything depends on 
everything else?” 

Each week we will read aloud together from a STS 
reading, then spend an hour making and writing 
zines using text, collage, popups, embroidery, 
etc. STS is the study of science, technology, and 
society. It shows that what the world is depends 
on how we practice knowing it. A zine is a short 
grassroots, independently published document. 
It has roots in sci-fi, punk, feminist, and queer 
movements. We will weave together speculation 
(asking “what if?”), fabulation (making things up), 
and our theme to ask: “What if _________ depends 
on _________ in the future?”

It Matters

zinemaking



READING ALOUD/ALONG
There’s nothing to read in advance. We’ll supply 
fresh copies of the night’s reading each week. 
We’ll read aloud and follow along together, 
stopping whenever we want to talk... and we don’t 
have to finish! Feel free to read a paragraph or 
page—or let the words wash over you. There’s no 
need to worry about making mistakes or how to 
pronounce words. Since we can count on there 
always being new and clumsy words, there’s no 
need to correct each other!

ZINE-MAKING

We’ll start with a short video introduction to zines. 
If you’ve seen it, you can get started instead. We’ll 
experiment with loads of techniques and mixed 
materials. You’re free to use anything on the table!

Make a zine in one night or make a new page, text, 
or artwork each week and assemble your zine at 
the end. Your zine might tell a story over many 
pages—or it can be a compost pile full of lively 
scraps on each page. 

In April, we will learn how to scan and put pages 
in order (paginate) our zines for reproduction on a 
printer or photocopier. 

JANUARY 22
What if zines depend on bundling? Putting things 
together in powerful relation. We’ll try Japanese 
saddle-stitch and other book-binding methods.
Readings: Donna Haraway, “SF: Speculative 
Fabulation and String Figures,” Ursula K. Le 
Guin, “The Carrier Bag Theory of Fiction,” and 
Dimitris Papadopoulos, Experimental Practice: 
Technoscience, Alterontologies, and More-Than-
Social Movements

JANUARY 29
What if zines depend on subjects? Starting 
stories from everyday stuff. We’ll test out ways 
to make ordinary materials (and concepts) seem 
strange or surprising.
Reading: Annemarie Mol, “I Eat an Apple: On 
Theorizing Subjectivities”

FEBRUARY 5
What if zines depend on composition? Piling 
things up and paying attention to scraps. We’ll get 
to know throwaway materials.
Reading: Mathew Arthur & Reuben Jentink, 
“Compos(t)ing New/Material/Education”

OUTLINEPRACTICES



FEBRUARY 12
What if zines depend on folding and unfolding? 
Making with movement and the aliveness of 
materials. We’ll practice “unit” origami.
Readings: Michael Friedman & Wolfgang 
Schäffner, On Folding: Towards a New Field of 
Interdisciplinary Research and Tomoko Fuse, “Unit 
Origami: Multidimensional Transformations”

FEBRUARY 19
What if zines depend on hinges? Spatializing 
knowledge; turning a zine into installation art. 
We’ll make 3d pop-ups.
Reading: Margot Leigh Butler, “+ and ÷” in The 
Virtual Embodied: Practice, Presence, Technology

FEBRUARY 26
What if zines depend on cuts? Diagnosing (and 
hijacking) culture through clippings. We’ll collage.
Reading: Robert Enright, “Resonant Surgeries: The 
Collaged World of Wangechi Mutu”

MARCH 4
What if zines depend on comics? Conveying 
complex and contradictory ideas with drawing and 
lettering. We’ll consider image/text relationships.
Reading: Marc Parenteau & Coleman Nye 
“Collaborations: On Comics, Coauthorship, and 
Ethnofiction” in Lissa: A Story about Medical 
Promise, Friendship, and Revolution

MARCH 11
What if zines depend on play? Getting a feel for 
what’s emergent. We’ll learn about games and 
improvisational “scores.”
Readings: Joseph Dumit, “Game Design as 
STS Research” and “Notes Toward Critical 
Ethnographic Scores: Anthropology and 
Improvisation Training in a Breached World”

MARCH 18
What if zines depend on diagrams? Reclaiming 
diagrams for asking “what if?” We’ll try our hand at 
visualizing data.
Readings: Betti Marenko & David Benqué, 
“Speculative Diagrams: Plotting to Reclaim 
Algorithmic Prediction” and Whitney Battle-
Baptiste & Britt Rusert, W. E. B. Du Bois’s Data 
Portraits: Visualizing Black America

MARCH 25
What if zines depend on libraries? Field trip to 
Vancouver Public Library’s zine collection on 
Level 3 of the Central Library.
Reading: Geoffrey C. Bowker & Susan Leigh 
Star, Sorting Things Out: Classification and Its 
Consequences

TBD
What if zines depend on reproduction? In this 
4 hour afternoon workshop, we’ll learn how to 
photograph, scan, photocopy, and print our zines.



RESOURCES

ZINE HOW-TO GUIDE
vimeo.com/18312616

OPEN SOURCE (FREE) FONTS
usemodify.com
open-foundry.com

PUBLIC DOMAIN (FREE) IMAGES
publicdomainreview.org/collections 

FEMINIST, QUEER & TRANS ZINES
grrrlzines.net

STS ZINES
wangshuf.com/science-and-society

COVER INSPIRATION
coverjunkie.com

DOINGSTS.COM


